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Rajputana, the Abode of Chiefs, has, by virtue of its in- Rajputana. hospitable deserts and the protection of the Aravalli Hills, given secure shelter to the most ancient Hindu houses. The victory of Babar at Sikri in 1527, the attempts of Akbar to establish his supremacy by means of matrimonial alliances, and, later on, the intrusion of the Marathas and Pindaris effected great changes in the territorial arrangement of the Rajput clans and dynasties; but through all these sufferings seventeen States have preserved their political existence. The chief of these are Udaipur (Mewar), Jaipur, Jodhpur (Marwar), and Bikaner. The two Jat States of Bharatpur and Dholpur, and the Muhammadan principality of Tonk, which was seized by the celebrated Pindari leader, Amir Khan, alone represent the intrusion of aliens, drawn into Rajputana by the shock of the explosion which shook to the ground the empire of Delhi: The case is far different with the territorial area known as the Cen- Central tral India Agency. Here the whole ancient political system was wrecked, and the country redistributed as the prize of violence and disorder. This large tract invited attack from north and south. The Marathas, headed off on the east by the Muhammadan State of Hyderabad, and obliged by want of forage to avoid the desert tracts of Rajputana, pushed up the valleys of the Tapti and the Narbada" rivers and pursued their way across the Satpura and Vindhyan ranges in search of spoil As they moved north they left behind them soldiers of fortune, favourites of the Peshwa, and adventurous spirits, who settled themselves in the country. Sindhfe, who became ruler of Gwalior, Holkar of Indore, the Ponwars of Dhar and Dewas, were the most successful cbmmanders of such colonies, while many petty States and mediatized estates are also relics of these plundering and lawless immigrants. Into the same area descended other spoilers from the north, as, for instance, the Afghan who founded the State of Bhopal, and the Pindari who seized Jaora, Almost all ruling chiefs in this part of India are of modern origin, sprung from the anarchy which the British tolerated after the battle of Buxar because they were anxious to avoid increasing their responsibilities. Nevertheless, even here may be found chiefs of a respectable antiquity. The Bundelas of Tehrl or Orchha, in Bundelkhand, lost heavily at the hands of the Marithls; but they preserved their independence, and their antiquity was recognized by the British when, in later the question of lapse was raised on the failure of male Datia was an offshoot of Tehrl, and among the smaller estates are a few held by aboriginal chieftains whose ancestors
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